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FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT FOR THE PREPARATION OF DOCTORAL THESES IN A JOINT SUPERVISION MODEL BETWEEN THE UNIVERSITY OF SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA AND THE UNIVERSITY OF University Name
ASSEMBLED TOGETHER
The party of the first part, D. Antonio López Díaz, Rector of the University of Santiago de Compostela, with Identity Number Q1518001A, and located in Praza do Obradoiro, s/n, 15782 Santiago de Compostela, acting in his name and on behalf of the University, by virtue of the powers vested by the Organic Law 6/2001 in Universities of 21 December and Decree 14/2014 of 30 January, which regulates the Statutes of the University of Santiago de Compostela.

The party of the second Mr./ Ms. Rector Name, Rector at the University of University Name, located in University Location, acting in their name and on behalf of the university, by virtue of University Regulations.

Both parties, are aware of each other´s legal capacity to sign this Agreement and on behalf of the institutions they represent,

DECLARE
That both institutions have an interest in the promotion and encouragement of scientific cooperation between their groups and research staff, as well as in the mobility of PhD students belonging to both institutions.

Based on this common interest, the University of Santiago de Compostela and the University of ______ want to enable the realization of doctoral theses under joint supervision, and therefore, both parties agree to sign this Agreement, which will comply with the following
CLAUSES

FIRST.- AGREEMENT OBJECTIVE
This Agreement establishes the general conditions of institutional collaboration between the University of Santiago de Compostela and the University of__________ for the development of doctoral theses under joint supervision.
Joint supervision is understood to be the elaboration of original research managed by at least two doctors belonging to two different universities, whose final report is submitted to a single defense in one of the two universities. As long as the research quality requirements required by each of the universities are met, the academic recognition at degree level that each of them establishes in each of its regulations will be obtained.
       SECOND.- OBLIGATIONS BY THE PhD STUDENT
The PhD student must:

· Comply with access requirements and be admitted to doctoral studies in accordance with the current regulations of both universities.
· Enroll annually in both universities, paying the tuition fees at the institution where the doctoral thesis will be defended and being exempted from paying the tuition fees at the other university. Alternatively, a specific payment schedule may be established in the specific agreement.
· Carry out a research stay for a minimum of six months in each of the signatory institutions of this Agreement. The stays will be defined jointly by the thesis supervisors and may be carried out in one go or in several discontinuous periods.

· Comply with the deadlines for submitting and defending the thesis established by both universities.
· Regardless of the university in which the thesis is defended in the Specific Agreement, submit the thesis to the approval of the competent bodies of the USC by means of its deposit.
 THIRD.- SUPERVISION

Each of the joint supervision theses will be supervised jointly by at least one doctor from each university, who will be the thesis supervisor and who will apply their functions in accordance with the current regulations at their institution.

With the signing of the Specific Agreement, each University will guarantee compliance with the merits required in each of them to exercise the supervision of doctoral theses by its teachers and research staff, and exclusively for a thesis subject to joint supervision.
In the event of a change, replacement or the incorporation of a thesis supervisor, the two associated institutions must be notified and an Addendum must be drawn up in the Specific Agreement. 
FORTH.- SPECIFIC AGREEMENTS

For each PhD student admitted to the joint supervision of the thesis, a Specific Agreement will be signed in which at least the following will be indicated: full name of the PhD student; doctoral studies in which they are enrolled in each of the universities; provisional title of the thesis; supervisors of both institutions; thesis defense university; provisional language used in the writing and defense of the thesis; clauses relating to the protection of personal data as well as the protection of results.
Any change in the conditions of the doctoral thesis must be communicated to the other university, and may lead to the formalization of an Addendum to the Specific Agreement, if any of the participating universities deems it so.
FIFTH.- EXAMINING COMMITTEE OF THE DOCTORAL THESIS
The composition of the doctoral thesis examining committee will be appointed by mutual agreement between the two universities, respecting the regulations of the University that organizes the reading. Its composition will include at least one member belonging to each of the universities. 
The supervisor/s of the thesis may be members of the examining committee, without being able to hold the position of president. The examining committee must be composed of a majority of non-supervisor members. In any case, this circumstance must be indicated and regulated expressly in the Specific Agreement.
The university that organizes the act of defense will bear the funding costs arising from the defense of the doctoral thesis, depending on its budgetary availability. 

In defenses completed outside the University of Santiago de Compostela, a member of the University of Santiago de Compostela who attends the event as a member of the tribunal will act, after notifying the International Doctoral School of the USC, as a delegate of the University of Santiago de Compostela in the defense of the thesis, for the purpose of custody of the documentation generated and transfer of the equivalence of the grade obtained.

SIXTH.- DEPOSIT OF THE THESIS COPY
Regardless of the university in which the defense is to be carried out, the thesis will be submitted to the University of Santiago de Compostela, subject to the approval of the competent bodies.
Failure to approve the defense of the thesis by the competent bodies of either of the two universities will mean that the joint supervision agreement will be without effect, without prejudice to the fact that the defense may be carried out at the other associated university. 

Considering the above, the copy of the thesis must comply in any case with the regulations of both universities, and show on its cover that the thesis is carried out under joint supervision between the two universities along with their logos.
SEVENTH.– SUBJECT PROTECTION AND THESIS PUBLICATION 
The protection of the objective of the thesis, as well as its publication, exploitation and protection of the results obtained through the research study by the student in the signatory institutions will be subject to the current regulations on intellectual property of each country and the specifications and procedures of each university.
EIGHTH – DOCTORAL DEGREE
After the successful defense of the doctoral thesis, the two universities will issue the corresponding academic recognitions at degree level, stating on the front the diligence “Thesis in joint supervision with University U”, provided that the respective regulations governing the expedition of official university degrees in force in each country allow it.
In the event that the University of Santiago de Compostela is not the university in which the thesis was defended, the above is subject to the approval of the defense of the thesis by the competent bodies and the availability of the accrediting documentation of the defense.
NINTH.– AGREEMENT FOLLOW-UP
For the best implementation of this agreement and the specific agreements that are established as a consequence of this, a joint Monitoring Commission will be created by two members, one by each signatory institution, that will be by the University of Santiago de Compostela the vice-rector with competencies in doctoral studies or a person whom he delegates and by the Univesity Name will be University position. The appointment of these representatives will be for the duration of the agreement and they will cease to be members of the Commission in the position assigned to them.
TENTH.- AGREEMENT VALIDITY
This agreement will come into force on the date of signing by the representatives of the two universities and will be valid for a maximum period of four years, automatically renewable for periods of up to four additional years, unless previously denounced by at least one of the parties six months prior to the expiration of the initial period or the permitted extensions. 
ELEVENTH.-  MODIFICATION AND EXTINCTION
Any modifications to the Agreement must be agreed by the parties.
This agreement will be terminated for compliance with the actions or for incurring a cause of termination. These are causes for resolution:
a) The expiration of the period of validity of the agreement without agreeing to its extension.
b) The unanimous agreement of all signatories.

c) Failure to comply with the obligations and commitments assumed by any of the signatories.
d) By judicial decision declaring the nullity of the Agreement.

In any case, the notification of the cause of resolution will respect the completion of the activities that are being carried out.
NINTH.- RESOLUTION OF DISPUTES
Any dispute over the interpretation or application of this Agreement will be settled by mutual agreement of the parties. In the event of the impossibility of consensus, it will be competent jurisdiction for the resolution of disputes of the party whose law is applicable.
In proof of the foregoing, this agreement will be signed in two original copies, equally valid, at the place and date indicated
BY THE UNIVERSITY OF SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA

BY THE UNIVERSITY__________
Date: 






Date: 
The Rector                                                                        

 The Rector                                                                               
Antonio López Díaz




​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________
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